GORING

One day a young girl made her appearance on the
flying-ground. Goring saw her and beamed ; she
pleased his taste. Her name was Helene Duchner and
she had suddenly turned up in Stenay, where only at
the mayor's office was it known where she came from.
Blonde and with quiet manners, she had gone to the
local command and shown a certificate from the
mayor to say that she was the supplementary teacher,
Helene Duchner, from Tomboise, and that all her
other statements had been checked and found true.

After Tomboise, which was constantly under fire,
was evacuated, she had not known where to go. In
the end she heard that the schoolmaster at Stenay had
fled, and so she hoped to get work there. She found
favour at once with the town commandant. When he
gave utterance to his astonishment at her perfect
German, Helene Duchner blushed and answered :
" Well, I'm really German from Alsace."

When she came on to the flying-ground there was a
great stir. The airmen seldom saw a woman, and as
Helene Duchner was at the same time young, she
became the airmen's comrade and friend. It was
especially Goring who sought to win her favour. The
diaries of the two airmen brothers, the Lorzers, give
rather full information on this episode, which was a
further reason for their publication being stopped.

They all were fond of the girl; she talked to them
all, smiled at them all.

Goring made no secret of his feelings for the girl,